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Irritation: evoke unpleasant feelings, negative excitement, hinder, harass, provoke anger.

1)  The remains of bicycles on a bike rack.
2)  A demobilized bicycle, a stolen wheel.
3) Eyelashes on a photo print or etching plate.
4) Remains of people, eyelashes, nails, hair.

 Abject: repulsive, despicable, low, disgraceful, dirty, despicable.

1)  Remains of what was alive, eyelashes, nails, hair.
2)  Remains of behaviour, litter, bicycle parts on the street, worn clothes.
3)  Body fluids, sweat, faeces, saliva.

Residue: a small amount of something that remains after the main part has gone, been taken or used.

1)  The flowers that you received at the opening yesterday.
2)  Eyelashes, nails, hair.
3)  The remains of bicycles on a bike rack.
4)  Sweat stains.
3)  The emotions, personal experiences and ideas of an 
 artist in an artwork

Emotions: a strong feeling deriving from one’s circumstances, mood, or relationships with others. 
Instinctive or intuitive feeling as distinguished from reasoning or knowledge.

1)  The artist brings about a change of emotions by the viewer through mechanical means.
2)  The joy and melancholia of the memory of yesterday’s opening by looking at the flowers you   
 received.
3)  Seeing your hometown on the television show ‘Happy Valley’ and finding your own loneliness   
 embodied in a shot of bicycles remains on a bike rack.
4)  The frustration of an eyelash on the etching plate.
5)  The repulsion of sweat stains
6)  Secondary more complex emotions that are triggered by basic emotions like rage, terror,   
 anxiety, joy.
7)  Secondary more complex emotions that are triggered secondary objects. The real object is not   
 show only a symbol or a different kind of representation or a different substance or form.

Laura van Grinsven is a philosopher and art historian and works as an independent writer,  
researcher, art critic, lecturer and curator.

‘Irritation: evoke...’ was first published in November 2016 in a handout that accompanied the solo 
presentation ‘Secondary Emotions (iii)’ as part of Rijksakademie OPEN 2016 at the Rijksakademie van 
Beeldende Kunsten, Amsterdam, 25 November – 27 November 2016
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